
 
STUDY TOOLS 
Sunday, November 8, 2026 
Teaching: Living Different in a Difficult World 
Key Scripture: 1 Peter 3:1–12 
 
5-DAY READING PLAN WITH QUESTIONS: 
Monday: 1 Peter 3:1–12 
Tuesday: Romans 12 
Wednesday: Psalm 101 
Thursday: Colossians 3 
Friday: Psalm 50 

1. What does this passage tell you about God?  
2. What does this passage tell you about people?  
3. If this is God’s Word (The Bible), what do I need to do?  
4. What is your takeaway?   
5. Who would you tell?   
 
LIFE GROUP DISCUSSION:  
In 1 Peter 3:1–12, Peter continues teaching believers how to live as followers of Jesus. Although they have been 
made new in Christ, they still live within their current social circumstances. How can they live as free people 
under Roman rule? How can they respect the emperor without worshiping him? How can they follow Jesus 
when their husband or master worships other gods? Many new believers had spouses who did not share their 
faith, creating challenges within their marriages. Peter encourages them to live in a way that points others to 
Jesus—not simply through their words, but through their actions and attitudes. All followers of Jesus are called to 
live differently, reflecting the love of Jesus even in a difficult world. 
 
Questions: Ice Breaker: In what relationship do you find it easiest to live out your faith? In what relationship do 
you find it most challenging? 

1. Read 1 Peter 3:1–12 together as a group. He begins by addressing the husband and wife relationships. 
He addresses them both by saying “In the same way…’ in 3:1 and 3:7. What is “in the same way” 
referring to? (Hint: Read 1 Peter 2:13-17).  

2. In this passage, Peter gives instructions to wives and husbands. (See Notes) For wives, what is his 
instruction (3:1-2)? What is the reason for it? For husbands, what is his instruction (3:7-8)? What is the 
reason for it?  

3. Why do you think this instruction would have been so significant in the culture of Peter's day? (See 
Digging Deeper) 

4. In verses 3–4, Peter contrasts outward beauty with inner beauty. What does he say matters most to 
God? What are some examples of what a "gentle and quiet spirit" might look like in everyday life? (See 
Notes) 

5. In verses 8–9, Peter shifts from marriage relationships to relationships within the broader Christian 
community. What are the five attitudes or characteristics he encourages believers to demonstrate? 
Which of these do you think is most challenging to practice? 

Memorizing Scripture provides spiritual 
strength, guides your daily life, and equips 
you for ministry in everyday moments. For the 
rest of the year, we're switching things up! Each 
week, we encourage you to choose one verse 
from the weekly Key Scripture that stands out to 
you and commit it to memory. Before you choose 
your verse, ask God to reveal the one you most 
need to hide in your heart. Over time, you'll be 
amazed at how God brings that verse to mind—
whether to strengthen and encourage you or to 
help you encourage someone else. 



6. Peter quotes from Psalm 34 and tells believers to "search for peace and seek to maintain it" (v. 11). Why 
do you think he uses the word “search”? What is the difference between simply avoiding conflict and 
actively pursuing peace? 

7. Think about one relationship in your life that is difficult right now. Is there one way you could reflect the 
character of Jesus in that relationship this week? What might it look like to respond with humility, 
kindness, honor, or peace? 

NOTES | Question 2—Here is helpful background information from the message to help understand the 
context— Jeanette Ok said, “Peter’s plea that women subordinate themselves to their nonbelieving 
husbands corresponds to the prevailing norms, expectations, and values concerning the roles and 
interactions of husbands and wives in the Greco-Roman context.” You see, wives at that time were expected 
to follow their husbands’ religious practices. Husbands rarely adopted the faith of their wives during the first 
century, so when a wife became a Christian, there was a possibility of tension in the marriage. Imagine her 
husband expecting her to participate in the worship of the Roman gods, but now she’s given her life to Jesus 
and refuses to worship the Roman gods. So, Peter is addressing women who are trying to follow Jesus in 
marriages where their husbands don’t share their faith. He’s encouraging them to let their Christian character 
and conduct become a witness to their husbands. Ultimately, Dr. Craig Keener says, “This advice seeks to 
reduce marital tensions.” 

Question 4—Notes from the message— Peter is not saying women cannot dress nicely or take care of their 
appearance. He’s emphasizing that outward beauty should not become more important than inward 
character. In that culture, a meek and quiet spirit was considered a virtue. Peter is saying that what makes a 
woman beautiful in God’s sight is not simply what she wears, but the character she’s developing on the 
inside. He’s connecting these Christian women to a long history of women who demonstrated faith in God. 
Peter is concerned with the wives’ identity formation more than on submission. But notice verse 6—Peter tells 
them to do what is right without giving in to fear. He’s not asking them to live intimidated by their husbands. 
He’s encouraging them to remain faithful to God while navigating difficult marriages. Ultimately, the text is 
asking for these holy women to remember that their faith should be seen in how they live! 

DIGGING DEEPER | Question 3—What does Peter mean by wives are the “weaker partner”? 

To answer this question, let's begin by understanding ancient "household codes." In the ancient world, 
household relationships were considered essential to maintaining social stability. New Testament scholar Dr. 
Karen Jobes explains that when a new religion was introduced into the Roman Empire, people judged it by 
how well it followed the expected roles and relationships within a household (Jobes, 1 Peter, p. 183). 

Some ancient writers, including Aristotle, Josephus, and Philo, wrote household codes to give instructions to the 
head of the household (the patriarch). These instructions told the husband how to rule over his wife, children, 
and slaves. The other members of the household were not addressed directly. Instead, the focus was on the 
husband's authority and the expectation that everyone else would submit to him. 

The New Testament household codes, however, are different. Rather than simply telling husbands to rule over 
their households, Peter and Paul call husbands to love, be considerate of, and respect their wives (Ephesians 
5:25; Colossians 3:19; 1 Peter 3:7). They also speak directly to wives and slaves, recognizing their dignity and 
calling them to live out their faith as followers of Jesus. 

So, what does Peter mean when he describes wives as the "weaker partner"? He may be referring to physical 
strength. However, he may also be referring to the fact that women in the Roman world had fewer social, 
economic, political, and educational opportunities than men. In other words, women were often more 
vulnerable and had less power in society. Peter is reminding husbands that they have a responsibility to treat 
their wives with understanding, honor, and respect. Those with greater power are called to care for and 
protect those who are more vulnerable. This is the way of the Kingdom of God. 


